




















 
 

 

 

October 6, 2017 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E. 

Washington, DC    20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

Howard County Government is writing to offer its strongest support to the Maryland Department of 

Transportation State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA) for their Transportation Investment 

Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application seeking funding for the I-95 Innovative Active 

Traffic Management project. The proposed improvements will address critical infrastructure needs and 

will enhance the safe and efficient movement of people, freight, and goods on I-95.  

 

Situated between Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD, Howard County sits as a key connection for the 

region, facilitating access to jobs and services critical to connecting people to life’s opportunities. I-95 is 

the main street of America’s East Coast and the efficiency of the I-95 corridor is essential for freight 

movement to ensure regional and global competitiveness. This area is exposed to significant congestion 

and is prone to accidents. The project will innovatively address these issues through a coordinated 

package of infrastructure improvements, such as modifications to the shoulder for use during peak 

periods, interchange ramp improvements, and dynamic signing that will facilitate safer vehicle 

movements through this high-traffic corridor.  

 

This project confronts existing challenges in our interstate system and prepares for the growing 

development, population, job opportunities, and traffic volume in this major population area. Once 

funded, this TIGER project will spur the efficiency and productivity needed to support the growth of this 

budding economic corridor in our community—one of the fastest growing in Maryland.  

 

If awarded these funds, the I-95 Innovative Active Traffic Management project will have a catalytic effect 

in this fast-growing area of economic opportunities and population growth, connecting residents to jobs, 

amenities, and opportunities, while at the same time creating a model of innovative congestion  
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management and accident reduction that maximizes efficient use of state and federal funds. Howard 

County Government respectfully requests that MDOT SHA’s application for I-95 Innovative Active Traffic 

Management receive a favorable report. 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Allan H. Kittleman 

Howard County Executive 
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October 6, 2017 

 

Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

RE: I-95 Innovative Traffic Management 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

The Baltimore Regional Transportation Board (BRTB), the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization for the Baltimore region, is pleased to offer its 
support to the Maryland Department of Transportation - State 
Highway Administration (SHA) for its Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application for the I-95 
Innovative Traffic Management project in Howard County, Maryland. 

This is an excellent opportunity to add capacity to, and improve safety 
on, an interstate highway without pouring new concrete. SHA 
proposes to apply an innovative congestion relief approach on I-95 
between MD 32 and MD 100 in Howard County, Maryland. This 
approach will use hard-running shoulders in the peak period to create 
outside auxiliary lanes in both directions. The TIGER project also 
includes interchange ramp improvements and dynamic signing. 

The BRTB is committed to adding all funds awarded under this 
competitive discretionary grant program to the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) immediately upon award. As you may be 
aware, it is our practice to add grant-funded projects to the TIP once 
funds become available. 

The BRTB appreciates your strong consideration of this SHA application 
as it directly responds to goals identified in the Baltimore region’s long-
range transportation plan. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Valorie LaCour, Chair  
Baltimore Regional Transportation Board 



  
 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

 
October 16, 2017  
 
Ms. Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Ms. Chao:  

I am writing to express the support of the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 
(TPB), the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the National Capital Region, for an 
application by the Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration (SHA) for 
the FY17 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Competitive Grant 
Program. 

The TPB understands that the I-95 Innovative Traffic Management project will provide a significant 
benefit for this major interstate highway in Maryland. The TIGER project will allow SHA to innovatively 
provide congestion relief and safety improvements on I-95 between MD 32 and MD 100 in Howard 
County, Maryland using hard-running shoulders in the peak period to create outside auxiliary lanes in 
both directions.  This project includes interchange ramp improvements and dynamic signing.  

Continued investment in the nation’s interstate system is a critical need for the National Capital 
Region. Opportunities to maximize the operational effectiveness of the highway and use the latest in 
innovatively transportation operations technology supports our regional strategy of increasing 
roadway efficiency and making the most of what we already have. This section of I-95 is also a 
critical bottleneck for long-distance commuters into our region as well as a major freight corridor.   

The TPB supports these goals and appreciates your strong consideration of SHA’s application as it 
directly responds to regional transportation goals and priorities adopted by the Transportation 
Planning Board and identified in the Washington region’s long-range transportation plan. I anticipate 
that upon a successful grant award, subject to the availability of the required matching funding, the 
region’s transportation improvement program (TIP) will be amended to include this project. 

I urge your favorable consideration of the TIGER funding request for the I-95 Innovative Traffic 
Management project.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Bridget Donnell Newton 
Chair, National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board 



 

 

October 9, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Elain Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, S. E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am writing, on behalf of the I-95 Corridor Coalition, to offer our support for the Maryland Department of 
Transportation State Highway Administration’s (MDOT SHA) Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) grant application seeking funding for the I-95 Innovative Active Traffic Management project. 
 
The I-95 Innovative Active Traffic Management project confronts existing challenges in the interstate system and 
prepares for growing development, population, job opportunities, and traffic volume.  Maryland’s proposed 
improvements along I-95 are centrally located between Washington, DC, and Baltimore, MD, addressing critical 
infrastructure needs and enhancing the safe and efficient movement of people, freight, and goods along this key 
corridor.  I-95 provides direct access to the East Coast’s ports, airports, and freight hubs, and enhances access to 
employment and manufacturing centers critical to our nation’s global competitiveness and to connecting people to 
life’s opportunities.  Through implementation of a coordinated package of infrastructure improvements - such as 
modifications to the shoulder for use during peak periods, interchange ramp improvements, and dynamic signing - 
this TIGER project will provide congestion relief and safety improvements to facilitate vehicle movements.   
Maryland’s package of improvements creates a model of innovative congestion management and accident reduction 
strategies that maximizes efficient use of state and federal funds.  Additionally, the I-95 Innovative Active Traffic 
Management project will have a catalytic effect in this fast-growing area of economic opportunities and population 
growth, connecting residents to jobs, amenities, and opportunities, and whose benefits will stretch beyond 
Maryland’s boundaries. The valuable lessons learned on this project can be shared by Maryland across the I-95 region 
and nationally. 
 
The I-95 Corridor Coalition is a partnership of over 100 state transportation agencies, toll authorities, and public 
safety organizations from Maine to Florida who keep people and goods moving throughout one of the world’s busiest 
transportation corridors. The Coalition has a 20+ year history with MDOT SHA, working together to advance 
multistate transportation improvement programs.  For example, the Coalition is currently working collaboratively 
with MDOT SHA on its Transportation Systems Management and Operations (TSMO) initiatives, especially in the area 
of Traffic Incident Management.  Maryland is considered a leader along the I-95 corridor and this ground-breaking 
project will create new technology, safety and critical system advancements that could be implemented and shared 
along the eastern seaboard.  
 
I respectfully request and encourage your favorable consideration of the MDOT SHA’s TIGER application for the I-95 
Innovative Active Traffic Management project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia G. Hendren, PhD, Executive Director 
I-95 Corridor Coalition 
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